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naman the Columban Centinel. i 
BALFOUR‘S INQUIRY. 


Mr. RvussEtt,-—A desire has been excited in many 
of your readers——by your former references to this Book, 





and by Mr. SABive’s late offer,—to have some further 
information respecting Mr. BAL¥Fowr, and the Ingui:y) 
he hag published. Being personally acquainted with | 
the man, and having carefully examined his book, | 
cheerfully communicate the desired information. 
WALTER BAtLFocur was born at St. Ninians. “cot- 
land. He was fully initiated into the religious creed! 
of the Church of Scotland during his childhood and, 
youth. 
under the preaching of Mr. Wm. Surnirr, then Min-| 
ister of St. Ninians, now Pastor of a Baptist Congrega- | 
tion in Glasgow. 
love for reading. From this source of informa- 


strong 


tion, and from an habitual perusal of the Scriptures, he | 


was Jed to doubt the correctness o: some of his relig- 


ious impressions and opinions. His doubts related to | 
the general aspect of the Church of Scotland, as estab- ! 
lished by law—her government—rather thai the doc-' 


trines of her creed. Fle was in no small degree wean- 
ed from his mother church, by reading some of the 
ablest works on church government. besides, a week- 
ly meeting was held in the village—by a select num- 
ber of about twelve or fiftteen—for prayer and conver- 


sation on the Scriptures. Each member took his turn 


in prayer, and made such remarks on the portion of | 


Scripture read, as seemed correct and pertinent. One! 


of Mr. 5.°s deacons was of this number, and Mr. §. 


himseli frequentiy attended, 


‘Whife these things were gradually infusing a little 
lig mato the mind of Mr. BALFour, Mr. Ropert 
fiAvossk—a rich gentleman in the neighborhood— 


deiermined to devote a large share of his fortune in 
diiiusing a knowleecge of the Gospel in Scotland and 
other places. 
he selected twenty-five persons with a view to educate 
The deacon, referred to above, 
Many of your 


To accomplish this benevolent design, 


‘uy for the oinistry. 
and Mr. B. made two of this number. 
readers probably have some knowledge of the thorough 


course of Theological Education pursued in Mr. HAL- | 


VANE'3 school, and of this gentlemau’s exertions to 
spread the Gospel in Scotland, on the continent, and in 
other places. After attending the course of studies 
prescribed, Mr. B. preached in Scotland for several 
years, and had several invitations to settle; but in 
every instance refused, preferring a missionary lite.— 
From reading he had conceived a strong predilection | 
for America. ‘This was in no degree diminished by his | 
further advance in life and progress in knowledge.— | 
After determining to come to this country, he resided | 
a year at Edinburgh, and attended several courses of 
lectures in that University. There he became ac- 
quainted with Rey. Dr. Copman, of Dorchester, and | 
sailed with him from Leith to London, from this place 
he sailed to Halifax, N. S. in 1806. After spending 
the winter in visiting various parts of that province, he 
came to the United States. | He soon took up his rest- 
dence in Charlestown, Mass. where he coutivued to 
preach to a small congregation of orthodox christians 
until convinced, by a thorough examination of the 
Scriptures, of the unscriptural nature of his orthodox 
sentiments. He has been listened to with much in- 
terest in most of the orthodox churches in this vicinity. 
When he came to this country he was a firm believer 
in the doctrine of the Trinity, and especially im the 











He early received strong religious iynpressions | 


From his earliest years Mr. Bb. hada! 
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doctrine of the endless mise 
Whea the controversy, relative to th er doctrine 
arose in this vicinity a few years sitce, he was led to 
give the subject a thorough exa:mination ; and a ngth 
came to the conclusion, that hig views on it weré un- 
scriptural. The latter doctriné-—the entlless misery of 
all the wicked—he still contipted to belicve and 
preach until Mr. Srcarr’s lettets.to Dr. CaANNING 
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appeared. In reading these, oge-or two paragraphs 


struck hii with peculiar force, dst variance with the 
doctrine of endless misery,—a d@etrine known to be a 
principle article im Mr. 8.’s re screed. Witha 
view to obtain further light, he méMiately addressed 
several letters to Mr. Stuart, whith wefe ppblished in 
the Universalist Magazine, and Re numbers contain- 
ing them forwarded to Andover. short extract from 
his first letter will acquaint youreaders with the pa- 
ragraphs which so forcibly affected his mind. 








‘lowme quotations from Scripture and observations.” 
knee should bow, of things in hé@een, and things in 


‘tongue should confess that J*.us®hrist is Lord to the 
‘glory of God the Father. Thingedn heaven, earth, and 
under ike earth, is a common paraphrasis of the Hebrew 
1 New Testawe riters. forthe Univers What 
and Neu eslawent writers, for ine Universe. 1a 
can be meant by things in heaven, 9. €. bemmgs in heaven, 
‘bowing the knee lo Jesus, if epegiucal worship be not 
meant 2 What other worship can®eaven render 7 And 
‘ifthe worship of Christ in hearea be spiritual, should 


not that of others, who ought to bfin temper united to 
them, ‘be spiritual also? Rev. y 8—14, * And when 
, he (i. €. Christ, see verses 6, 7.) iguk the book, the four 
| beasts and four and twenty eldersticll.down before the 
| Lamb, haring every one of them harps, and golden ri- 
‘als full of odours, which are the prayers of saints. And 
they sung a new song, saying, thou art worthy to lace 
| ihe book, and to open the seals thereof ; for thou wast 
| slain and hast redeemed us lo God hy thy blood, out ef 
l+very hindred, and tongue, and people, and nation ; and 
‘fast made us unto our God kings and priests ; and we 
| shall reicen on the earth. And I beheld and I heard the 
| voice of many angels round about the throne and the 
i beasts and the elders ; and the number of them was ten 
‘thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thou- 
isands ; saying with a loud voice worthy is the Lamb 
that was siain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, 
and strength, and honor, and glory, and blessing.—.4nd 
‘every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and 
under the earth, such as are in the sea ; and all that are 
in them, heard I saying, blessing, and honor, and glory, 
and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, 
and unio the Lamb forerer and ever. Ind the four 
beasis suid Amen. And the four and twenty ciders 
felldown and worshipped him that liveth forever and 
‘ever. If this be not spiritual worshep—and if Christ be 
nol the object of it here, | am unable to produce a case, 
where worsh ip can be called spiri/ual and divine.” 

‘¢ Such, Sir, are the Scriptures you have quoted, and 
such are the comments you have given, and this is the 
paragraph which arrested my att *ption. Upon read- 
ine it, the following ideas rushed into my mind with 
much violence.—** Things im heaven, earth, and un- 


' der the earth,” is a paraphrasis for the universe; this 


universe worships Christ with spiritual and divine 
worship, and yet “Ir. Stuart believes, that many ia this 
very universe are to be punished in hell forever. I 
paused, and concluded, that I certainly must have 
read and understood you wrong. I returned, and read 
with careful attention, the whole division of your sub- 
ject, in which the above quotation occurs, but found 
to my surprise Lhad vot. After repeated perusals of 
it, and after much reflection upon it, | am constrained 
to think, that you either are or ought to be a Univer- 
salist. Sure | am, that nothing which | have ever 
read or heard, in so few words, so conclusively estab- 
lishes the doctrine of Universal Salvation, Having 


*“‘In your third edition, proving that divine honors. 
and worship are ascribed to Christ, you have the fol-| 


** Phil. ii. 10, 11, * That at themame of Jesus every’ 


earth, and things under the earth ; and thal every, 


received the impression, from reading your letterse 
that you are a candid, honest man, it has led me 
thus to address you. I cannot suffer myself to think, 
that you secretly believe all will finally be saved, and 
publicly profess to believe a different doctri:e. Ihave 
concluded, that this passage of your letters must have 
been inadvertently written, or you must have some 
way of getting rid of difficulties from the texts you 
ave quoted and your comments, of which I candidly 
»cohfes& my ignorance. The object of this correspon- 
dence ig to state to you what has occurred to me, and 
to request further information from you on this sub- 
ject.” 
| The letter from which this extract is taken was fol- 
lowed with several others, written with much ability 
—mich frankness 1nd much earnestness; for be found 
himself idifficulty and could discover no way, in con- 
sistency with his supreme desire for trath, by which to 
/extricate himself. As no answer was returned to these 
jletters, he addressed a private one to Mr. S.; but 
signed himself as before, ** An inquirer after truth,” 
| which was his real character. Mr. S. then replied in 
|a short note through the Universalist Magazine; the 
substance of Which is, that his professional duties do 
not permit him to reply to newspaper criticisms from 
anonymous authors; that he thinks the writer of the 
letters a confirmed Universalist, and desires only of 
_ provoking a dispute ; that he cannot interpret scrip- 
ture as the writer does, but could give his reasons why,” © 
only in a friendly conference. His expectations, there- 
fore, of obtaining any light on the subject from Mr. S. 
being at an end, he resolved to devote his whole at- 
tention to an impartial investigation of the subject.— 
His attention was directed wholly to the Scriptures in 
their original languages. After nearly three years he 
puolished his Inquiry, as the result of a part of his iv 
vestigation. 


The object of the author in his Inquiry, is to discov- 
er the scriptural meaning of the words Sheol, Hadcs, 
Tartarus and Gehenna, all translated hell in the com- 
The book contains 448 pages.-- 
It is divided into two chapters. The first consists of 
three, and the second of seven sections. In the first 
section of the first chapter, every passage in the He- 
brew Scriptures, in which Sheol occurs, is carefully ex- 
amived. In these writings this word occurs sixty-four 
times. [t is rendered by our translators three times 
pu,—twenty-uiue times grave,—and thirty-two times 
hell, After a prolix examination, he arrives at the 
conclusion that the word was never inteuded to mean 
What it 
was intended to mean was expressed by God in these 
words,—** The house appointed for all the living ;” by 
Solomon, ‘* all go to one place ;” by David, in speak- 
ing of his dead child, “1 shall go to him, but he shall 
vot return to me.”’ In the second section, all those 
passages in the New Testament in which hades occurs 
are considered. ‘The word is used eleven times in the 
New Testament. It is rendered once grare, and teu 
times fell. He concludes that this word in Greek cor- 
responds to skeol in Hebrew; and consequently does 


mon English version. 


a place of endless misery for the wicked. 


not mean a place of endless misery. ‘lo these two 
conclusions there will probably be no objections from 
biblical critics. In the third section the word farlarus, 
which occurs in 2 Peter ii. 4, and is translated hell, is 
This being a word of Latin derivation, is 
said to mean the same as hades. In the four first sec- 
tions of the second chapter, the word gehenna, as 6c- 
curring in the New Testament, is considered; and 
This word is used 
It was 


considered. 


some facts therewith conected. 
twelve times; and is always translated hell. 
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used by our Saviour and the apostle Ja 
nine of the places in which it was used by our Lord, 
he was addressing his believing disciples; it is never 





addressed to the heathen; and the apostle John omits; 


those sayings of Christ in which it occurs. The origi- 
nal word translated eternal, everlasting, forever, is 
never applied, either to sheol, hades, or gehenna. His 
conclusion is, that gehenna was never intended to 


mean a place of endless misery, or an emblem of a} 


place of endless misery; but merely an emblem of the 
temporal calamity coming on the Jewish nation. The 
correctness of this conclusion will probably be disput- 
ed. The fifth section is devoted to a consideration of 
the evidence for this doctrine afforded by the Apocra- 
pha and Targums; and the sixth to a consideration of 
the objections to the doctrine of Universal Salvation. 
The seventh section contains concluding remarks, 
from which | take the following extract: 

“\ If in this investigation I have travelled beyond the 
record, let this be candidly pointed out by an appeal to 
the same record. Ifthe popular doctrine, that hell is 
a place of endless misery be true, it can, and it must 
be supported from the Scriptures. Should it be found 
upon examination not true, but that | haye shown it 
false, no man who fears God, who regards truth, and 
wishes well to his fellow men, cap blame me for calling 
the attention of others to this important subject. If 
my views are found erroneous, and proved satisfacto- 
rily to be so, I shall not regret fora moment what I 
have written. Am lI asked why I should not regret 
this; IT answer, because 1 shall by this, have the op- 
portunity of seeing where my error lies, and renounce 
it; and shall also have been the meaus of exciting at- 
tention to a subject which is implicitly believed with- 
out examination by a great part of the religious com- 
munity. If a man under mistaken views of a relig- 
ious doctrine, avows his mistaken sentiments, and 
thereby brings move truths to light and excites inquiry, 
are not these valuable ends served to society ?” 

As this communication is intended as a statement of 
facts rather than a review, and as I have already tres- 
passed upon your limits, | must abstain from remarks, 
or from further extracts ; though many might be made 
which would be read with great interest. It has been 
said, that granting all that this Inquiry claims, the 
doctrine of a righteous retribution—the doctrine that 
(sod will render unto every man according to his deeds, 
will not be in the least affected ; for it is in no degree 
dependent on these passages of scripture. ‘This is the 
opinion of many ; and may be one reason why the book 
has not been noticed in our larger periodical journals. 
J finish by saying, that whoever shall become acquaint- 
ed with Mr. Batrovur, will find him a man of superior 


endowments and acquirements—of great frankness, 
sterling honesty, and strict integrity—of a most pro- | 


found acquaintance with the Scriptures and of ardent 
piety ; and whoever shall read his book, will find 
great fairness, a large display of scriptural knowledge, 
and a christian spirit. It is to be hoped Mr. Sabine 
will be his imitator in these respects, should he at- 
‘empt an answer. W. 
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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 





DIVINE JUSTICE, MERCY, &c. 


No sect of professing Christians presume to deny the 
power and goodness, wisdom and truth of God; or that 
He loved the world, and sent his Son on purpose to save 
the world. And is it possible that such an Almighty 
God, of infinite goodness, trath aud wisdom, will fail 
of accomplishing all his pleasure? ‘To say he will not, 
and that the cousumation of his designs is liable to be 
eternally prevented by the ignorance, perverseness, or 
stupidity of that world whose hearts are all in his 
hand, and capable of being turned, as the rivers of 
water are turned, appears but little, if any thing short 
of blasphemy! 

Some have attempted to represent the justice of 
God at variance with his mercy, but both are equally 
coustiiluent brauches of his goodness. Mercy respects 








te only ; in!the miserable and undeserving; and suchare the]attention nor respect to scripture authority, 


nor scrip. 
cal phras- 


si * : , ” &c. as pro. 
ejoice at this :—*‘O let the na-| fusely as possible, and keep to the antiseriptural molto ; 


for joy; for God will judge] curse and bless not, seeing ye are called unto cursin 
» = Justice and mercy meet/and he will prove every proposition, and make bh 
‘together: ri s and peace embrace each oth-| whole subject as clear as it has been for ages. 
er.”” ’ ey Another query, which his notice suggests, relates to 
By what rule are we to judge of divine justice and) the unsuitableness of the place where he preaches to 
equity, but Scripture and the best reason with which | vindicate ** THE RETRIBUTIONS OF ETERNITY” in 
Infinite Wisdom has seen fit to invest us? Suppose aj]; that hall too small to preach the * retributions of 
father to have an obstinate, disobedient child, say 12 eternity” in? If so, what does he now preach to his 
years old, that could not be reclaimed but by painful) pearers? And furthermore ; how large must a house 
' chastisement, & it has been supposed there were some | ye to accommodate the preaching of ** THE RETRuIBL- 
‘such children. Every person of common sense and) pyons ov ETERNITY 2” 
| reason, will agree that the quantum of punishment Another question regards the result of this “ enter. 
‘should not be unmercifully disproportioned to its prize,” as he calls it. If he does not publish his lec- 
crimes; or greater than would be likely to effect the | tures, who will consider them as a refutation of a palit: 
child’s ultimate good. But would it comport with any | ¢q work which is in the hands of the public? And if 
rational man’s ideas of justice and equity, after the | he means to publish them, what matter is it where 
| punishment was inflicted, that the parent thrust the | «yey 
child into a horrid dungeon, and, without any regard! ., . 
| to repent&nce, or its eventual good, repeat the pun- | 
ishment a hundred days in succession! Where is the’ 
man that would not execrate the character of such an 
unmerciful tyrant! And dare any of the human race, 
in the face of Scripture, and in contempt of justice aud 
equity, providence and reason, blasphemously charge 


the God of love and all consolation, with designs infin- | FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 
“ ‘ 
itely worse !!. { 

' 


“1 would sooner give up my interests in a future | Copy OF A LETTER 
state,” said the late benevolent Riffenhouse, “than; FROM DEA. JABEZ BRIGGS, OF COLERAIN, 
be divested of humaisiy;—I mean that good will | MASS. TO MR. STEPHEN PUTNAM, 
] have to the species, although one half of them are OF WHITINGHAM, VT. 
said to be fools, and almost the other half knaves.— 
Indeed, | am firmly persuaded, that we are not at the 
disposal of a being who has the least tincture o: ill na- 
ture, or requires apy in us.” k. 


‘whole world, while polluted by sin. What is the jus-|ture language, but handle all the cant, cleri 
‘tice of God but the most consummate equity? And the] es, suchas * the retributions of eternity, 
‘world are called on 







‘tions be glad an 
‘the people righte 








are first delivered, or whether they are delivered 
at all before they are printed ? 

But let him pursue what method he will, I sincerely 
pray aud coufidently believe that his fears may come 
upon him. H. B. 





Rowe, JAnvARy 24, 1823, 
Dear Sir,—I think it is not probable that I shall ever 
see you again this side the eternal world, as life is 
very uncertain. Since] saw you last, | have been in- 
formed that you had embraced the doctrine of Univer- 
beet Sethe wabveedaeeT wheemns sal Salvation; and 1 cannot feel easy in my own mind, 
oo eee" ii Thave been faithful with you. I cannot see you 
THE REV. MR. SABINE. to speak face to face ; therefore | must write. And 
now, dear sir, as | wish well to your soul, permit me 
There isa notice in the CoLUMBIAN CENTINEL of | to tell you plainly, trust not, and rest not your soul 
the 9th inst. by which tne public is informed that the | upon so slender a foundation ; for I assure you in the 
Rey. MR. Sabine, having waited some time jor some fear of God, that it will certainly fail you in the trying 
able divine to undertake a refutation of Mr. BALFouR’s | hour, which is just at hand. Be advised, O- be per- 
InaviRy, and finding that noue are disposed to engage | .yaded to dig deep and lay your foundation upon that 
in the undertaking, has come to the conclusion to un- | jymovable nook which will not fail. I leave you in 
dertake it hisaself; but that, as the place tu which he | the hands of a just God. lam now ona visit at Rowe, 
|and his society are ‘* exiled,” is not suitable, he must! from which | write this, and send it by Elder A—. 1 
be accommodated with some pulpit in some conven- | and my family enjoy a good state of health, and I wish 
ient part of the city, in which he will deliver five or you and yours the same. **Prepare to meet thy God.” 
six lectures in refutation of the above mentioned work. Adieu, from your old friend, Janez Baices. 
This work of ref..ting Mr. Balfour’s arguments is to Mr. Sreruxun Putnam. 
be a defence of what he calls “* THE RETRIBUTIONS UF sremace 
ETERNITY.” Mr. Sabine informs the public that he ANSWER TO THE FOREGOING, 
has ** with great and unfeigned reluctance, aud with Warrincnam, Vr. JuLy 12, 1823. 
many fears resolved’ on this attempt. Dear Sir,—Piease to accept this in reply to your 
Respecting the above notice some queries arise.— | friendly communication of the 24th January, the re 
By what authority does Mr. Sabine speak of (he re(ri-| ceipt of which is gratefully acknowledged. 
butions of eternily 2? There is no such language in the Permit me to say, I think myself happy not only be- 
holy scriptures. cause I have liberty to answer for myself, touching all 
Retributions of eternity! Are not these “ great | those things whereof I am accused ; but also, because 
swelling words’? of vanity? This is a fair sample of ,a door is opened, which invites to an attempt, at least, 
clerical pride and arrogance. ‘The advocates of the | to benefit so sincere a friend, as 1 have reason to be- 
horrid doctrine of eternal misery, are willing to treat | lieve you. Indeed it is a debt I owe: It is but a reci- 
the word of God with contemptuous neglect, aud speak | procation of that brotherly kindness, which would save 
of eternal things iu a language unknown te inspira-| me from impending ruin. For permit me to say, ter 
tion. | recognize, in your letter, the traits of a fellow beg: 
As this Rev. divine bas undertaken to maintain the | a member of the same family ; for “ we all have oue 
unmerciful doctrine of eternal misery ‘+ with many | father ;” “ one God bath created us;” for “ we ane 
fears,” it suggests the query, whether he is really | «il his offspring,” and consequently partake ol ~~ 
afraid that he shall fail, and that the proofs im support | principles of relation to the Father of our spirits, whic 
of that doctrine will be insufficient for such a purpose ¢ | constitute us the children of God ; and the same pria- 
If such be his fear, and such it seems it must be, he | ci; ies which connect us to one common Father, com 
may give all his fears to the winds, if he will only ob- | nect us to each other; the same principles which con- 
serve the sample which he hgs already giveu ; pay no | stitute us the children of God, constitute Us brethren. 
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fence says the apostle, a He that loveth him that be- 
gat, loveth him also that is begotten of him.” These 
principles of moral relation, flowing from the fountain 
of love to all his rational offspring, being the cause of 
love to God, (‘+ for we love him because he first loved 
us.”) are the cause, also, of brotherly love. Hence 
‘he that loveth God, loveth his brother also; for if 
any man say I love God and hateth his brother, he isa 
liar; for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath 
seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen.” 
This principle I recognize in your manifest concern for 
my eternal well-being. You cannot be reconciled to 
the thought that one member of this great family should 
be absent from his Father’s house. You feel too great 
an interest in the happiness of your fellow men, to see 
them ruined, if you can prevent it. With this dis- 
position, how happy would you be, could you believe 
that your Father in heaven, had as much love to his 
creatures as you have; that he who is possessed of 
infinite wisdom and power ; to whom nothing that he 
pleaseth to do is impossible, was no less disposed to 
make his offspring happy tian you are! You could 
pot then reasonably doubt the happiness of those, whose 
happiness you so much desire; for you manifest that 
want of power is the only thing that prevents the ac- 
complishment of your benevolent wishes. With a be- 
ing then actuated by your professed disposition, where 
there is no want of power or wisdom, the work could 
not fail of being accomplished in the best time and | 
way. You will then permit me to ask whether, you | 
have not more reason to question the ground of your. 
apprehensions for me, than you haye to question the | 
ground ot my hope? In whose love and goodness have | 
1 the greatest reason to confide, yours, or those of | 
Deity? Dare you now rise up and say that you have | 
more love to me than my Maker? That you would do. 
better for me, if you were able than God ever will do? | 
Would it any longer be a question in your mind whether 
] should be saved or lo:t, if | lay at your mercy? If 
when you wrote the letter, which is now before me, 
you could have done any thing, that would have se- 
cured my salvation, would you not have done it with 
all your heart? Nay, was it not an anxiety to do eve- 
ry thing in your power to save me, that led you to 
write-what you did? Then, Sir, tell me, which is 
most likely to overflow in streams of mercy ; the infi- 
nite fountain of love, or a few drops in a broken cis- 
tern ? 








toinfinite? It seems I must trust your goodness with 
safety: What then is my safety in the hands of that | 
God, who has infinitely more love tu his creatures than 
ali his saints and angels united. 

rom these remarks, Sir, you may perhaps discover, | 
that you are very much mistaken with regard to the, 
foundation of the Universalist’s hope. You assure me | 
in the most positive and solemn manner, that * this 
slender foundation will certainly fail in the trying hour, 
Which is just at hand.” Dear Sir, when you made 
that assertion, did you know that the unchangeable 


UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


Do not the scriptures say, that “ the foundation of 
God standeth sure, having this seal ; the Lord know- 
eth them that are his?” Then the real foundation of 
hope for you and me remains unshaken, though every 
scheme we have contrived to gave ourselves should 
fail. In this light perhaps you fy able to discov- 
er, how a man’s works may be b ; and he himself 
saved; especially when you recollect, that “ salva- 
tion is not of works least any man should boast.” I 
am sensible however, that it is an article of your creed, 
that the love of God will eternally be withdrawn from 
a great proportion of his creatures at death. This | 
conclude is what you meant by the trying hour, just at 
hand, which would certainly destroy my foundation ; 
and therefore, you exhort me to dig deep, and laya 
foundation that will not fail. This supposes that 
something can be done by the creature here in time, 
that will secure that love to him hereafter. But, Sir, 
let me ask, if “* God commendeth his love to men, in 
that while they were yet sinners Christ died for them,” 
can they do any thing that will secure to themselves 
that love? In connexion with this inquiry, let me 
state another in the language of the apo:t!e—* For if 
God spared not his own Son, but freely delivered him 
up for us all; how shall he not with him also, freely 
give us all things.” And if we inquire, whether the 
love of God will be our security beyond death as well 
as this side of it, the same apost'e says, “Iam persuaded 
that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principali- 
ties, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come ; 
nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall 


a ae oo ne eee 


is a truth calculated to inspire our hearts with both 
confidence and joy, that the love which dictated the 
commandments is possessed of infinite knowledge, and 
cannot err. Our question may now be easily solved. 
The only reason why we are commanded to have no 
other gods, before the Lord our God, is because, 
should we form another he would-not be so good as the 
Lord our God. If we could contrive a better God, 
one whose service would tend more to our comfort and 
happiness, the Lord our God, as He loves us and de- 
sires our happiness, would choose that we should en- 
joy a better God, if this were possible. 

The Israelites disobeyed this first command, and 
they worshipped strange gods. But they made their 
condition the worse by so doing. By this means they 
brought sorrow and trouble, yea bitter lamentations 
into their houses. The gods which they worshipped 
were cestitute of love to them and would do nothing 
for them unless they moved him there to by some very 
expensive service or offering. So cruel were their 
idols, that they required them to offer up their sons 
and their daughters, that they might placate thereby 
the wrath, and obtain the favor of their gods. 

In seems hardly possible to conceive of any thing 
that could exceed the misery and distress which the 
Israelites and their heathen neighbors brought on them- 
selves, by forsaking the true God, and maintaining the 
worship of idols. Let parents among us contemplate 
the distress and anguish which they would feel if 
compelled to take the lovely darling of their affections, 
and commit it to the burning flames, to moderate the 





be able to separate us from the love of God, which is} wrath of an offended idol, and obtain his favor ; and 
in Jesus Christ our Lord.” What a firm foundation ! | they will perceive at once that it would be much bet- 
May we all be induced to build our hope upon it, for it | ter to worship the Lord our God who requires no sacri- 





What is a drop to the ocean? What is finite | ««7poy shalt have no other gods before me. 


is the rock of ages. That we may both be Jed into the 

knowledge and enjoyment of truth is the fervent de- 

sire of your sincere friend. STEPHEN Purnam. 
Dea. JABeEz BRiGG8. 


P. S. Should you feel it your duty to point ont any 


‘errors in my views, it shall be thankfully received. s. Pp. 
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MORE THOUGHTS ON THE FIRST 
COMMANDMENT. 

Thou shalt 
not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness 
ofany thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the 
earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 
Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve 
them,”—Exodus xx. 3, 4, 5. 


In our remarks, on the first commandment as modi- 


fied by our Saviour, it was shown, that its whole con- worshippers idolaters. 
tents were predicated on the love of the Lord our God tinated from all eternity millions of the human family 
towards us; and our present object is to ascertain how ‘to a state of endless torture, for his own glory ; and 
this commandment, as here stated, agrees with the 


love of God in Jesus Christ, was the foundation of idea that it was directed by love. 


Which you spake? And will you seriously say, that. 
this is a foundation too slender to be depended on?—. 
Then I ask you, on what foundation do you build your. 
hope? You beseech me * to dig deep, and lay my | 
foundation on that immovable rock which will not 
fail.” Sir, have you dug so deep as to lay your foun- 
dation on any thing more immovable, than the love of 
God manifested ina Saviour? Do you stand on a foun- ° 
dation that will abide, if the love of God should fail? 
If not, will you tell me why that love will not secure 
me as well as you, or any body else? But if you do, 
why did you not tell me what it is, that I might build 
there as well as you? The scripture says, that ‘* other 
foundation can no man lay, than that is laid, which is 
Jesus Christ.” Why then talk of laying a new founda- , 
tion ? Suppose the foundation I laid should fail, (as. 
Yoquestionably every foundation Jaid by man will fail,) 
bow do you prove me unsafe from that circumstance? | 


hearts ? 
ther remark, that ifthe Lord our God loves us, he cei- 


tainly can not desire to restrain us from any thing 
which would render us happy; nor can lie desire any 
service, homage, or worship from us merely for his own 
gratification. 
from which proceeds the divine commandments, they 
must seek no object but the happiness of those on whom 
they are binding ; and could it be discovered that any | 
of them, in any way, thwarted this object, they could 
‘no longer continue. 
for our good, would discoutinue them should it find 
that they could not produce the desired cfect, 


Let us ask then, if our heavenly Father loved the 


human family, and all his requirements were designed 
for our benefit, why could we not hav, been indulged 
in forming such gods as we pleased, and in paying 
them such devotions as would best satisfy our own 


To add weight to this question we may fur- 


In fact, if the divine love is the source 


That love, which designed them 





fice as the price of his favor; but who is already en- 
gaged to do us all needed good ; and who requires 
nothing of us, ‘* but to do justly, love mercy, and to 
walk humbly with our God.”’ 

In the clear light of the foregoing reasoning we are 
enabled to come to the following safe conclusion: If 
the character of the Deity is represented in such a 
manner as to lead us to desire or wish him to be in 
any way different from what he is, or from what he is 
represented to be, we may be certain that such tepfe- 
sentation is erroneous; and if we worship such a god, 
we are idolaters. The design of such worship is to in- 
cline our idol to lay aside his fury, and to exercise 
'compassion to which he is not naturally inclined.— 
| Multitudes are now paying this kind of devotion to the 
‘idols of their imagit-ations, and are as truly idolaters as 
| were the ancients who sacrificed their children to Mo- 
loch. 

There are two idols which have been worshipped by 

professed christians for ages, whose characters and at- 
‘tributes prove them to be false divinities, and their 
One of these Molochs predes- 





the other, though he desires to bless forever all man-. 
kind, will finally be frustrated, and compelled to 
inflict everlasting torture on far the greatest portion of 
the human family. 

Now all these worshippers ate endeavoring, by all 
they can contrive and do,to secure the favor and avoid 
the wrath of their respective idols; and they frankly 
acknowledge all this by saying, that they would pay 
their deities no devotion at all if they knew that they 
were in no danger of their vengeance. 

All such devotion must be a violation of this first 
commandment; andis rank idolatry with all its hor- 
rors connected with it. What multitudes are now 
mourning and weeping for fear that their children, or 
some beloved connexions are now suffering the wrath 
of their incensed gods, or that they themselves will 
not be able to shun their vengeance nor obtain their 
favor. 

In fact, those miserable idolaters have even attempt- 





But it |} ed to placate the indiguation of their god, by pretend> 


| 
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ing that they are willing to go to hell and bave their 
children forever tormented with them, for his g!ory !~ 
From such idolatry may all be delivered; and may 
we believe in no god but the true and living God, who 
is gracious and merciful ; and Him may we love with 
all our heart, and with all our soul, and with all our 
mind, and with all our strength; aud Him only may 
we serve. Hi. b. 


——<— | <P) a 
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The following important questions and scriptural an-— 


swers are taken from the writings of Miss Luey 
Barnes, who resided in Poland, State of Maine, 
and departed this life in 1809, not only a remarka- 
ble theorist, for a female, in the doctrine of /niver- 
sal Benevolence, but, if one may judge from her let- 


ters and meditations, richly annointed with its spir- + 


it. If the following extract should be thought to 
merit a place in the Magazine, it will grat.fy some 
friends to have it publisl.ed. HARRINGTON, 


Serious and important Questions, answered from (ee 


Holy Scriptures. 


genes, 


to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me} the law todo them; Gal. iii, 10; ana will not 
. no the 


and this is the Father’s will that hath sent me, that o° severe curses of this law finally cut off 

. hye : a 
all he hith given me f should jose nothing, but should, promises of God ? nd destroy the 
raise it up again at the last day ; John vi. J7—SY. | 4. No: Is the law then against the 


promises of God? 


Q@. Cau any enjoy the kingdom of God except he is | God forbid; for if there had been alaw Which could 


born again? ' have given life, verily righteousness should } 

A. No: Veril® verily, Ieny unto thee, except a by the law; and this | say, that the dintite been 
man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God; | was confirmed before of God in ¢ hrost the iets or 
John ili. 2. | was four hundred and thirty years after potas | which 

&. What is the new birth ° fj nul, that it should make tha promise of some - 

t. Being born ivto the glorious liberty and spirit of Gal. um. 21, 17. ie effect ; 
the gospel; turned trom darkness to light, and trom) @. For what purpose was the law intended ? 
the power of Satan unto God ; Acts xxvi. 13. Every| .4. By the law is the knewledeoe of sin: ' 
one that loveth, is born of God; John iv. 7. Nay | had not known sin but by the lew 

Q. Will all mankind be blessed with this new birth? | not known lust, except the law had 

4. Yes: For in this mountain shall the Lord of| not covet ; Rom. vii. 7. 


Rom. 3. 20, 


W; for! had 
said thou shait 


hosts make unto all people a feast of fat things, a feast . But did not Ged intend to prevent sj : 
ark <ng ; wae 2 LA apt p at sin by this 

of wines on the lees of tat things full of marrow, 0. law: 
wines on the lees well refined. Awd he will destroy in ~}. No: lor by the deeds of the law shall no fles} 
Pe —— sni esh 


this mountain the tace of the covering cast over all | be justified ; Rom. iii. 20; Moreover the law entered 
people; and the veil that is spread over ail nations ;} that the offence might abound; but where pote nt 
Isa. xxv. 6, 7. And all the ends of the world shall re-| ded grace ¢id much more abound; Rom. y OH : New 
member and turn untothe Lord; and all the kindreds| we koow that whatsoever the law saith iteun : 
of the vations shall worship before thee ; t's. xxii. 27./ them who are under the law; that every His, alan 

. But will not some remain in a state of misery to} be stopped, and ali the world may become guilty be- 


cry and groan to all eternity ? fore God; Rom. ii. 19. 


Q. What is the will of God with regard to mankind? | 


l. That all men should be saved, and come unto 
the knowledge of the truth. i. Tim. ii. 4. © And hav- 
ing made known unto us the mystery of his will ac- 
cording to his good pleasure, which he hatb purposed 
in himself, that in the dispensation of the fulness of 
times, be might gather together in one, all things in 
Christ, both which are in heaven and which are on 
earth, even in him. Eph. i. 9, 10. 

&. Can tte will of God be frustrated ? 

A. No. For there is no power but of God: the pow- 


ers that be are ordained of God. Rom. xiii. 1. = All: 
nations before him are as nothing ; and they are coun- | 
ted to him less than nothing and vanity. Isa. xl. 17.—) 


He hath measured the waters in the hollow of his 


hand, and meeted out heaven with the span, and com- | 


prehended the dust of the earth in a measure, and 
weighed the mountaius in scales, and the hills in a 
balance. Isa. xl. 12, He therefore worketh all things 
after the counsel of hisown will. Fph.i. 11. He 
doeth according to his will in the army of heaven, and 
among the inhabitants of the earth, and none can stay 
his hand, or say unto him what doest thou. Dan. iv. 35. 

(. For what purpose did God send his only begot- 
icu Son into the world? 


A. God sent his Son to be the Saviour of the world; ' 


i. John iv. 14; to destroy the works of the devil; i. 
John iii. 8 ; and to save that which was lost; Matt. 
xviii. 11; to finish transgression and make an end of 
sin; Dan. ix. 27; and through death, to destroy bim 
that had the power of death, that is the devil; Heb. 
ii. 14; and to give eternal life to as many as the Fa- 
ther had giveu him ; John xvii. 2. 
@. How many hath the Father given him? 


/l. The Father loveth the Son, aud hath given all 


things into his Wand; John iii. 5. Lie hath given 


him power over all flesh; John xvii. 2. He hath said | 


unto him, Thou art my Son; this day have | begotten 
thee; ask of me and | shall give thee the heathen for 
thine inberitance, and the uttermost parts of-the earth 
for thy possession; Ps. ii. 8. He shali have dominion 
also from sea to sea; and trom the rivers unto the end 
of the earth; Ps. Ixx. 8; Yea,all kings shall fall 
down before him; all nations shall serve him; Psal. 
bxii. 17. 

@. Whint is eternal life ? 

A, This is life eternal, to know thee, the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ whom thou has sent; John 
xvi. 3. 

(. Will all mankind be blessed with the knéwledge 
of God? 

A. Yes: Forthey shall not teach every man his 
neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, know 
the Lord ; for all shall know him from the least to the 
greatest. For | will be merciful to their unrighteous- 
ness, and their sins and iniquities will I remember no 
more; Heb. viii. 117. 12. 

fy. But Christ saith, Ye will not come unto me that 
ye might have life, John v. 40; and will they ever 
ail come and receive eternal life in him ? ; 

-l. Yes: For all that the Father hath ziyen to me. 
chall come tome; and him that cometh to mel will 
in no wise Cast out: for I came down from heaven, not 


'shall bow, every tongue shall surely say, in the Lord | 





4. No: For the Lord God will wipe away tears (. Ave there not 
from off ali faces; and the rebuke of his people shall | siglt of God ? 
he take away from off all the earth, tor the Lord hath «f. No: For it is written there is none righteous, no 
spoken it ; Isa. xxv. 8. not one: there ts none that understandeth there , 
&. Aud when will this be accomplished? uone that seeketh alter Ged: they are all sone out of 
4. When the ransomed of the Lord shall return|the way, they are together become unprofitable there 
and come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon) is none that doeth good, no, not one: their throat ks 
their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, andjan open sepulchre, with their tongues they bave cond 
sorrow and sighing shall flee away; Isa. xxxy. lu. deceit; the poison ot asps is under their lips; whese 
@. Who are the ransomed of the Lord: mouth is full of cursing and bitterness. their feet are 
i. All mankind: For there is one God, and one|jswilt to shed blood: destruction and misery are in 
Mediator between God aud men, the man Christ Je-| their ways; ang the way of peace have they not 
sus: who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testifed| known; there isno fear of God before their eyes; 


some who are righteous in the 


iu due time; i. Tim. ii. 5, 6. Rom. ii. 10— 18. 
®. But will not some be punished with endicss o1 @. But there are two characters spoken of in the 
eternal death? scriptures, the righteous and the wicked ; and did not 
A. No: For the Lord will swallow up death in vic- | * hrist sufler aud die for the righteous? 
tory; Isa. xxv. 8; and the last enemy that shail b« wl. No: ‘They that be whole need not a physician, 
destroyed is death; i. Cor. xv. 26. but they that are sick: Icame not to cal the right 





@. When will death be swallowed up in victory: eous, but sinners torepentance ; Matt. ix. 12. 153. 
i. When this corruptible shall have put on iuicor- | lhus while we were vet Without strenoth. in due time 
ruption, and this mortal shail have put on immortality, | Christ died for the ungedly, for + 
then shall be brought to pass the saying, that is wril-) eons man will one die 
en. Death is swallowed up in Victory. O death! | @. is it not anu erroneous and very wicked cpivicn 
where is thy siting? O grave! where is thy victory: |to believe that Christ will save the nneedly 
i. Cor. 15. 54, and 57. | o?. No: For he that believeth on him that iustifieth 


curcely tor a right- 
> ~ . 7" 
> Rom. v. 7. 


the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness; 
Rem. iv. 5. 


@. Will not sone remain ina state of enmity against 
God, and in oppositicn to his will and government. 
and blaspheme his holy name to all eternity ° ®. Will the chiefest of sinners be saved ? 

4. No: kor thus saith the Lord, I have sworn by et. Yes: This isa faithful saying. and worthy of all 
myself, the word is gone out of my mouth in righteous | acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to 
ness, and shall not return, that unto me every knee | save sinners, of whom tam chief; 1 Tim. i. 15. 

@. Is it right to hold forth the salvation of sinners 
have | righteousness and strength; Isa. xiv. 2, 24. | Carough faith in Christ Jesus, to every one? 

And thus saith St. John the Divine, Every creature wt. Yes. Go ye into all the world, and preach the 
which is in heaven,aod on earth,and such as are in the ospel to every creature, Mark xvi. 15—which is good 
sea, and all that are in them, heard | saying, blessing } tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. Luke 
and honour and glory and power, be unto him that sit {ut 10. 


‘teth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb, forever: (¥. But will not those who trust in themselves that 
and ever; hey. 5, 15, ihey are more righteous than others, and fancy they 
@. Will aii tiie promises ever be fulfilled ? are the only favorites of heaven, murmur ai sucha 
“4. Yes; torGod is not a man, that he should lie, | doctrine, and cyl the preachers of it, heretics, deceiv- 
neither is he the son of man, that he should repent.— }e1s, devils, &c. ? M 

Hlath he said and shail he not do it? hath he spoke 1. Yes. For if they have found fault with the Son 
and shall he not make it good? Num. xxiii. 19. at God, saying, This man receiveth sinners and eat- 
&. Will not the unbelief of some exclude them foi | -th with them, Luke xv. 2; and why eateth your 
ever trom the enjoyment of these promises? vlaster with publicans and siuners, &c. Mat. ix. 1; 


A. No. For what if some did not believe? shali|uo Coubt they will continue to find fault wiih al] those 
their uubelies inake the faith of God without effect: | ho preach the boundless grace and mercy of their 
God forbid; yea, let God be true, but every man «| ord and Master to poor sianers; an] if they have cal- 
liar; Rom. ii. 3,4; For God hath concladed thew jied the Master of the house Beelzebubl, how much 
all in unbelief, that he might have mercy upon all ;| vore they of the household; Matt. x. 20. 

Rom. xi. 32. canada 

@. ‘The scripture says, the wages of sin is death, 
and that death has passed upon ali men for that ali , ele 
have sinned, Nom. vi. 23, and v. 12. and will not the | /eamed Christians, 2d line, Unitarianisn 
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greatest part of mankind remain in this state of sin | /aéversalism. 
and death to all eternity ? ee 
4. No: For in thy seed {whi sh is Christ] sh: i} is ciel “ale niaentn. 
. NO; seed, ch is Christ} shall al! 
the families of the earth be blessed; Gen. xxviii. 14: JUST RECEIVED, 


CS herefore , ‘ . _ IPERS )15- 
Uherefor éas by the offence of one judgment came AND for Sale at this Office, MINU! ES of a eh 
re eI an se pave condemnation; even so by the {CUSSION on the QUESTION “ Is the pee 
righteousness of one, the free gift came upon all men | the wicked abso utely eternal ? or is it only @ ae pio 
oid justification of life; Rom. v. 18; and as in Adan] .unishment in this world, for their good, we » ense 
all die, eves so in Christ shall all be made alive; i.| ceeded by eternal happiness 2? Between eign a 
; <1 Oa ’ ‘ 
Cor. xv. 22, KNEELAND, AND Rev. W. L. M’CALLA, @& the @ 
©. The law saith. cu 4 te . : 4 NEBLAND, re tae 7 7 1 Universalist, @ 
« c saith, cursed is every one that continu. | Independent Church of Christ, caliec 
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